
PSC1.

REPORT OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF 
THE 1st REGIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Presented by : Valerianno M.Borja (Mr.)

Vice-Chairperson of the RSTC  

1Refers to Agenda 6, WP.3



The 1st Meeting of the Project Steering Committee for the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Project on 
Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea 
and Gulf of Thailand,  4th -5th December 2018 at Jasmine City Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

PSC1. 2

at Centara Chaan Talay Resort & Villas,     
Trat Province, Thailand. 
on 11th-13th September 2018 

23 participants including:
- The Chief of National Scientific and  

Technical Committee, 
- Country’s representatives, 
- Regional experts,
- SEAFDEC-Japanese Trust Funds,
- SEAFDEC-Sweden Project,
- SEAFDEC Training Department,
- SEAFDEC Secretariat

First Meeting of the Regional Scientific and Technical Committee
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Mr. Leng Sy Vann 
Chairperson

Mr. Valerianno M. Borja 
Vice Chairperson  

Mr. Nguyen Thanh Binh
Rapporteur 
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Regional Scientific and Technical Committee (RSTC) 
was established with their responsibility for: 

- Overseeing the scientific and technical elements of 
the project,

- Ensuring effective implementation of activities 
undertaken during project execution, 

- Providing sound scientific and technical advice to 
the Project Steering Committee. 
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CAMBODIA

PHILIPPINESTHAILAND

VIETNAM

BRUNEI

EAST TIMOR

MALAYSIA

SINGAPORE

LAOS
BURMA

INDONESIA

MAIN ACTIVITIES
(Since The Project Approved)

Project Inception Workshop 
1-3 November 2016

Signed Letter of Agreement 
by Relevant Member Countries

Implementation and Selection 
of Fisheries Refugia Sites

Regional Scientific and 
Technical Committee Meeting 
11– 13 September 2018
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MAIN ACTIVITIES (Since The Project Approved)

1. Project Inception Workshop: 1-3 November 2016

AIMS: To enhance the understanding of concerned countries on the Project 
implementation.

2. Signed Letter of Agreement by Relevant Member Countries

- Cambodia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand signed the LOA

- Viet Nam requests for Letter of Intent (LOI), 

- Indonesia requests for MOU between MMAF and SEAFDEC
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3.   Implementation and Selection of Fisheries Refugia Sites

Indo-Pacific Mackerel 

Cambodia:  Koh Kong 
Thailand:     Trat

Blue Swimming Crab 

Cambodia:  Kep
Thailand:     Surat Thani 

Spiny Lobster 

Malaysia: Tanjung Leman

Juvenile Grouper 

Cambodia:  Kampot

Small Pelagic Fish 

Indonesia: Bangka Belitung,
and   Tambelan- Bintan

Tiger Prawn 

Malaysia:  Miri 

Fusilier Fish 

Philippines:  Coron

Mud Crab 

Philippines:  Coron

Frigate Tuna 

Philippines:  Masinloc 

Rabbit Fish

Philippines:  Bolinao

Penaeid Shrimps

Indonesia: Bengkayang
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Activity Description 
Cambodia Malaysia Philippines Thailand

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018

Component 1: Identification and management of fisheries and critical habitat linkages at fisheries refugia sites in each country

1.1 Developing fisheries and coastal habitat        
information and data collection programmes

1.2 Facilitating agreement among stakeholder on the  
boundary of fisheries refugia  

1.3 Developing Community-Based Management Plans 
for Fisheries refugia sites 

1.4 Establishing operational management for Fisheries 
refugia sites  

1.5 Strengthening civil society and community 
organization participation in the management of 
fisheries refugia sites

Progress of national level activities by workplan and timetable
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Consultation Meeting 
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Activity Description 
Cambodia Malaysia Philippines Thailand

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018

COMPONENT 2: Improving the management of critical habitats for fish stocks of transboundary significance via national actions to strengthen the enabling  
environment and knowledge-base for fisheries refugia management in each country

2.1 Enhancing policy guidance for improved management of the 
effects of fishing on critical habitats

2.2 Defining the policy and legal basis for formal designation and 
establishment of fisheries refugia in each country

2.3 Development of national guidelines on the establishment and 
operation of fisheries refugia

2.4 Reforming national policy, legal and planning frameworks for 
demarcating boundaries and managing refugia

2.5 Enhancing access to information relating to status and trends 
in fish stocks and their habitats in each country waters of the SCS

2.6 Improving national-level management and sharing of 
information and data on fish early life history in each country 
waters of the SCS

2.7 Enhancing access to information relating to the locations and 
status of coastal habitats and management areas in each country 
waters of the SCS

2.8 Strengthening the information base for the planning, monitoring 
and evaluation of management at priority fisheries refugia sites
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Closed Season Measure in Gulf of Thailand 
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Activity Description 
Cambodia Malaysia Philippines Thailand

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018

COMPONENT 3: Information Management and Dissemination in support of national-level implementation of the fisheries refugia concept in 
each country

3.1 Enhancing national uptake of best practices in integrating 
fisheries management and biodiversity conservation

3.2 Improving community acceptance of area based approaches to 
marine management

3.3 Knowledge generated and experiences from establishing and 
operating fisheries refugia captured and shared nationally, 
regionally, and globally
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Activity Description 
Cambodia Malaysia Philippines Thailand

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018

COMPONENT 4: National coordination for integrated fish stock and critical habitat management in each country

4.1 Strengthened cross-sectoral coordination in the establishment 
and operation of fisheries refugia in each country

4.2 Harnessing national scientific and technical expertise and 
knowledge to inform policy, legal and institutional reforms for 
fisheries refugia

4.3 Catalyzing local community action via establishment and 
operation of site-based management boards at priority refugia sites
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Stakeholder Consultation Workshop of Marine Fisheries Management

Area Management Plan (MFMA) Preparation in Kep Province
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Problem/Request from national level activities raised by member countries

- Mr. Leng Sy Vann from Cambodia seeks the support from Thailand on collaborative 
works on the Indo-Pacific mackerel to address trans-boundary issue

- Mr. Ryon Siow from DOF Malaysia, raised the issue that the challenges facing in the 
project implementation are changing of responsible persons of the site-base committee 
and not so clear understanding of Fisheries Refugia concept to explain to the local 
community level.
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Networking and Regional Cooperation raised by PCU

The following studies made by other Donner agencies and program that required of 
cooperation with are: 

1. The Joint Collaborative Research Survey on Fisheries Resources and Marine Environment 
between Thailand – Cambodia – Vietnam in 2017, 2018: 

2. JTF funded SEAFDEC Program support the collaborative Survey to clarify on fish-larvae 
identification 

3. SEAFDEC Sweden Project support on the genetic study to clarify the Indo-pacific mackerel 
population in the Gulf of Thailand 
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Networking and Regional Cooperation raised by PCU

4. Possibility to create the cooperation between Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam on 
Tiger Prawn population study. To support the establishment of Fisheries refugia of Tiger 
Prawn in Miri, Sarawak State, Malaysia. 

5. Possibility to create the cooperation between Philippines and Malaysia on Frigate Tuna 
as a highly migratory species in the SCS and as a selected target species by fishing 
community in Masinloc, the Philippines. 

6. In addition, the Frigate tuna is one of the Target species managed/studied by the 
Scientific Working Group for Neritic tunas Stock Assessment established under the 
ASEAN Framework. 
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Data and Information for Support Activities

Gender mainstreaming Socio-economic survey
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Proposed Timeline for RSTC Meetings
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Action by the Project Steering Committee

• The PSC is invited to seek clarification, suggestion/comments 
and advise on the report;

• The PSC is also requested to adopt the RSTC Report for further 
documentation and publication.
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the 2nd RSTC meeting was proposed to held 
at Phú Quốc, Viet Nam in May 2019. 

The alternate meeting venue will be in Cambodia.
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